











SEVEN WEEKS TO TASSIE�
�






There is now only approx seven weeks before our reunion in Launceston.


For those members who have not received correspondence prior to this newsletter, here is a recap of what is going on in Tassie 





Accommodation has been booked at the Olde Tudor Motor Inn.  If you are still looking for accommodation, you can contact the inn direct on (003) 44 5044.  Let them know that you require accommodation with 17 Construction Squadron Workshop and they will look after you, please tell them that you have not already booked with the Association.





Some members indicated to me that they required accommodation and were requested to pay a deposit by the close off date.  The cut off date has now long passed, if you indicated that you wanted a room and have not paid any deposit to me - it is now too late to do so.  Please contact the Olde Tudor Motor Inn direct.





A list of deposit paid members is attached to this newsletter.





The Association is holding a number of functions at the Olde Tudor Motor Inn.  All members and wives are invited to attended.





FRIDAY 16 AUGUST


Afternoon - Reunion and get together.


Evening - Reunion dinner (formal).  This will take place at the Vestrey Conference Room, Olde Tudor Motor Inn.  Price is approx $27.00 per head.





SATURDAY 17 AUGUST


Bar B Q lunch. Price is $14.00 per head.


Evening - For those members not attending the concert, there will be a bar service and function available.





SUNDAY 18 AUGUST


After the dawn service and march there will be a get together Bar B Q lunch and farewell function at the Olde Tudor Motor Inn. Cost $14.00 per head.


�


��IMPORTANT NOTICE�
�






Apart from the functions being held by the 17 Construction Squadron Workshop Association, there are many functions organised by the Vietnam Veterans 1996 Convention organising committee.





If you intend attending any of the functions organised by the Vietnam Veterans 1996 Convention, you must make your own booking via the attached Registration Form.  The registration fee is $95.00 per person.  This will entitle you to attend all of the functions listed on the second page of the registration form.





The organising committee have been in touch with me and advise that you may take up individual options.  If you want to attend any of these individual functions, the following is a price list of events.  PLEASE NOTE these functions have not been organised by the 17 Construction Squadron Workshop Association.





CONCERT				$40.00 per head


BAR B Q (Sunday)			$20.00 per head


WORKSHOP/SEMINARS		$20.00 per head





If you want to take up any of the individual options, there is a $20.00 registration fee.  This fee includes free public transport for the week in Launceston.  You may attend any of the functions listed in the attached registration form, the price list is located under the heading Payment Calculations - if you want to attend any or all of these functions, you will need to register with the Vietnam Veterans Association using the attached registration form.  The address is on the registration form.











DAN THE TRACK DOWN MAN�
�



Dan Garlin has tracked down all but fifty members of the 17 Construction Squadron Workshop who served in Vietnam.  This has been a mammoth task and one that we appreciate.  Thanks Dan for your tireless efforts, this association would still only be a concept if not for your outstanding efforts.





Dan was the instigator in getting this association up and running three years ago.  I think we, as members, owe Dan a lot for his work.





Dan must have an enormous phone bill as he rings me at least once a week, regardless of where he is in the country - I am now beginning to think that Dan must be a traveling companion of Macca on Sunday (ABC national radio)





�


GOOD LUCK MISTER GORSKY�
�



When Apollo Mission Astronaut Neil Armstrong first walked on the moon, he not only gave his famous “One Small Step for Man, One Giant Leap for Mankind” statement, but followed it by several remarks - usual comms traffic between him and Mission Control.  Before he re-entered the lander, he made the enigmatic remark “Good luck Mr. Gorsky”.





Many People at NASA thought it was a casual remark concerning some rival Soviet Cosmonaut; however, upon checking, there was no Gorsky in either the Russian or American space program.





Over the years, many people have questioned him as to what the “Good luck Mr. Gorsky” statement meant.  On July 5, in Tampa Bay, Florida, while answering questions following a speech, a reporter brought up the 26 year old question to Armstrong.





He finally responded.





It seems that Mr. Gorsky had died and so Armstrong felt he could answer the question.





When he was a kid, Neil was playing baseball with his brother in the backyard.  His brother hit a fly ball which landed in front of his neighbors’ bedroom window.  The neighbors were Mr. And Mrs. Gorsky.





As he bent over to pick up the ball, he heard Mrs. Gorsky shouting at Mr. Gorsky. “Oral sex?  You want oral sex?  You’ll get oral sex when the kid next door walks on the moon!”











COMMEMORATIVE PLATE�
�



Dan Garlin has organised a commemorative plate for the Launceston reunion.  This plate will have a face with a similar design to that of the cover of our newsletter.  It will include the little bear and an imprint of the two campaign medals issued to veterans.  The flip side will have your name, regimental number and date of service in Vietnam.  The plate will cost approx $70.00.  If you want to purchase one of these commemorative plates, please either write to Dan at 6 Belar Court, Wurtulla, Queensland 4575. Or telephone him on (074) 931930.





This is a genuine collectors item and will be limited to this reunion only.





Please contact Dan before ASAP if you want to order a commemorative plate.





�


WHAT ARE THE ODDS ??�
�



Jack Reeves decided that he would ‘run in’ a new truck, purchased by Knight’s Transport, by driving it from Kilmore (Vic) to Perth (WA).  After all, this would be a great way to catch up with his son Raymond.  It would also be a good time to have a beer with his Vietnam ‘tent’ mate, Snowy Whykes.





Jack and Snow decided that a trip to the casino would be in order, after all, what could be more enjoyable than having a beer with an old mate whilst losing some money.





At the end of the evening, the pair took a taxi home, dropping Jack off at Raymond’s house, Snow would then continue on home.





After chatting and ‘spreading a bit of bullshit’, the taxi finally arrived at the first stop.  Jack and Snow said their farewells and attempted to set a date when they would meet next. (Jack is not able to attend the reunion in Tassie).





After Jack left, Snow got back in the taxi to continue his journey home and struck up a conversation with the driver.  The discussion went something like this:-





Taxi Driver 	“You have known him for a while have you?”


Snow		“Yes - we met in 1968, we shared a tent in Vietnam”


Taxi Driver	“I spent some time there myself”


Snow		“Yeah, really, what corps were you in?”


Taxi Driver	“RAEME!!”


Snow		“Yeah, RAEME - What unit?”


Taxi Driver	“17 Construction Squadron Workshop”


Snow		“Well I’ll be fucked. . . . . .what’s your name?”


Taxi Driver	“Ken Alexander”





Ken and Snow got to know each other during the rest of the trip - Ken was in Vietnam a little after Snow and Jack and therefore they had never met.





What would be the odds on two vets who live three thousand kilometers apart meeting up in a taxi with a member of the same unit????





Ken is a member of the association and says to say hello to all of his mates.  Unfortunately, Ken is not able to come to the reunion in Launceston.


