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FIRST ISSUE





Welcome to the first issue of the 17 Construction Squadron Workshops Vietnam Association NEWSLETTER.  This rag has been produced as the result of the formation of the Association at the reunion in Canberra in October 1994.





All veterans who attended the reunion are aware that this newsletter was 'going to happen', and as the editor, I must apologise for the lateness of its arrival, however, as an old veteran once said, things just never  seem  . . . . . . . Excuses, bloody excuses.  But folks, HERE IT IS AT LAST ! ! ! ! !








HONOURABLE MENTIONS





October 1994 saw the first 17 Construction Squadron Workshops Vietnam reunion.  This was a fantastic event that was held in the nations capital of Canberra.





The week-end was initiated by Dan Garlin of Queensland who put many, many hours into tracking down veterans, families and friends of ex members of the workshops who served in Vietnam between 1966 and 1972.  Dan really needs to be congratulated on his efforts; a person with less fortitude would have given up the task as much too hard before it could get off the ground.


CONGRATULATIONS DAN.





Having a concept, an able bodied worker, many hours of devotion and an enthusiastic family for support was only the beginning.  What was needed now was a place to hold the reunion, someone to organise accommodation, functions, transport, events, dinners, tours etc. etc.  -  Enter Tommy Tubbs and Brian Bailey.  Tommy and Brian and their families also spent many hours of their valuable time and energy putting the package together.  And at last, the reunion was organised and waiting to happen.





The next step, was to get the information out to as many veterans as possible, this was achieved by people in each state distributing newsletters, making phone calls and generally contacting as many ex workshops members as they knew.
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The result,  -  one bloody great reunion in Canberra.





Tommy Tubbs and Brian Bailey deserve a very big 'mention in dispatches' for their efforts in making sure everyone was catered for during their stay in Canberra.  Without their efforts, the week-end could quite easily have flopped.


THANKS TOMMY AND BRIAN.








SO - WHAT DID HAPPEN IN CANBERRA








FRIDAY 28 OCTOBER 1994





Veterans and their families began to arrive in Canberra.  The meeting place was the Brassy Hotel where a number of members were accommodated.





In they came.  Dan Garlin, Greg Sharpe, Jack Reeves, Snowy Whykes, Steve MacFarlane, Ron Munro, John Farmelo, Gordon Young, Ian Craft and Robert McGregor. . . . . Just to mention a few.





Memories began to flood back.  Old Back Beach Bar stories were now beginning to turn into real warries.  Circumcision operations became bullet extractions, one middle aged vet told me he had been mortally wounded - twice.  Still they came.  Norm Barrett, George Jones, Merv Flanders.  The old town was in for a hot time on Friday night.





The evening was full of tales.  Some of woe, some of fortune.  But in the main everyone was extremely happy to be there.





The numbers got better.  Stewy Brett, Dave Kelly, Dave Lewis, Coins Fountain, Bruce Nunn, Les Hall and Mike Culley.  Some bald, some grey, others wrinkled and looking older - however, they were there and beginning to enjoy themselves.





The Brassy was soon bursting at the seams as members mingled around the hotel chatting to old mates.
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SATURDAY 29 OCTOBER 1994





Saturday morning saw a number of troops looking rather seedy, most likely due to the change in water.  The morning was once again full of reminiscence, the odd beer and catch-up with the people who did not arrive until Saturday.





Faces of the past, such as Ruffy Fleiner, Andrew Smithett, Barry Warn, Greg Carson, Ray Day, Stewart Meiklejohn, Lance Gillespie, Bob Martin, Kev (I’ve been circumcised) Barrott and Graeme Richter were now in circulation.





It was time for the inaugural meeting of the Association.  A register was made of those in attendance and some of the names are as follows:-


Geoff Williams, Roger Keegan, Tom Hurford, Peter Osborn, Ken Burton, Chatty Chatten, Clive Steart, Stan O’Dwyer, Bryan Fyfe, John Boland, Ian Betteridge, Allan Puli, Cliff Richards, Frank Clayton and Brian Pope, the list goes on and on.  All in all, a total of ninety-four veterans attended the meeting.





The meeting was fairly casual and the following people were elected as office bearers and their main task is to plan and organise the next reunion. (Poor bastards)





	President		-	George Jones


	Secretary		-	Snowy Whykes


	Treasurer		-	Merv Flanders





Just to show that military logic still prevails - the committee was elected from a group of West Australians so that they could organise the next reunion in Tasmania.








SATURDAY EVENING





Saturday evening was the unit dinner.  This was another great night, once again full of past glories and stories, although some were now beginning to be rather doubtful.  One of the very pleasing aspects of the evening was the number of wives and family members in attendance.  The night itself was highlighted by a couple of troops singing a few songs from the sixties - like Uc Dai Loi Cheap Charlie etc.
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SUNDAY 30 OCTOBER 1994





All members were taken by bus to the Vietnam Memorial in ANZAC Avenue where a small service was held to honour those soldiers who made the ultimate sacrifice in Vietnam and to those who have passed away since their return to Australia.





The afternoon was spent at the Canberra War Memorial where most members spent time going over events of the past and preparing to once again say farewell to their old mates.





With that - the week-end drew to a close.  Although some people remained in Canberra for another day or two, the main events were concluded.








WHAT’S HAPPENING FOR THE NEXT REUNION








AUGUST 1996 - LAUNCESTON, TASMANIA





The next reunion is planned to coincide with the thirtieth anniversary of the battle of Long Tan.  Launceston, Tasmania has been chosen as the venue.  The Vietnam Veterans Association has begun planning events including a parade and concert for the week-end of the 16 -18 August 1996.





We have taken steps to secure accommodation, dinner venues etc for our Association so that our reunion can take place over the same week-end, we can hold our reunion and dinner on the Friday or Saturday evening and participate in the parade and other activities as a unit.





The Leasure Inns complex has been booked by and for the 17 Construction Squadron Workshops Association.  The complex consists of two motor inns, The Olde Tudor Motor Inn (50 rooms) and The Village Family Motor Inn (30 rooms).  We have paid a deposit to secure both venues, however, we need to know how many members are intending to use these facilities as accommodation will be very hard to come by in Tasmania in August next year.  We don’t want to tie up the motel if we cannot use all of the rooms.
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The Olde Tudor Motor Inn facility is ideal for our requirements.  There is an excellent Bar B Q area and the proprietors will supply steak, hamburgers, sausages, salads, sauces and bread for $14.00 per head.  They are also keen to cater for our dinner, they have a very large conference centre where they can cater for up to 400 people by providing a Carvery with provisional 60’s music entertainment for the cost of $26.00 per head.  A copy of the brochure is attached for your perusal (or just to look at if you were a Nasho).





Accommodation is available from 11 August to 19 August 1996.  If you intend taking a holiday and wish to stay at either venue, you may do so at the agreed rate during this period.  Daily prices range from $96.00 for a family unit (sleeps up to five people) to $66.00 per double (double bed).  We will require a deposit very soon, you will be notified in the next issue of the newsletter of the deposit details.





We have also taken the liberty of booking two Army drill halls as accommodation for any single member who does not wish to stay at the motor inn.  One is at Paterson Barracks, Launceston, the other is Beaumaris Training Depot, Hobart.  Stretchers and bedding will be supplied.





If you are coming to Launceston next August, and you would like to be accommodated with other Association members, please fill out the attached slip, stating the type of accommodation you require (first in - best dressed), and return it to the Secretary no later than the end of November 1995.





LAUNCESTON IS ONLY ELEVEN MONTHS AWAY


DON’T MISS OUT - START ORGANISING YOUR HOLIDAYS NOW








MISSING MEMBERS





There is a list of missing members attach to this newsletter.  If you know of the address of any member appearing on this list, please contact the Secretary or get the ex-member to contact the Secretary at the following address:-





		Garry (Snow) Whykes


		33 Kanimbla Way


		Morley


		WA  6062


	Telephone:	(09) 276 1920	(home)


			019 687835		(mobile)
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FEES FEES FEES





It has been decided that a membership fee of five dollars per member, be paid by each person wishing to be kept informed of Association functions, reunions, happenings etc.  This fee will cover postage, production of the newsletter etc.  The fee will be levied when required, but no more than once per annum.  Could you please send your fees for 1995 to the Secretary along with the attached questionnaire - thank you.








Please make cheques payable to:-





	17 Const Sqn Wksp Vietnam Assoc
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TO:	The Secretary


	17 Construction Squadron Workshops


	Vietnam Association


	33 Kanimbla Way


	Morley  WA    6062








NAME:__________________________	NICK NAME:___________________





ADDRESS:	_____________________________________





		_____________________________________





		___________	POST CODE:__________





TELEPHONE NUMBER:_(___)______________





WIFE’S NAME:___________________________





============================================================





VIETNAM SERVICE:	FROM:__________		TO:__________





TRADE:___________________	CORPS:_______________________





============================================================





I WILL/WILL NOT BE ATTENDING THE REUNION IN LAUNCESTON IN 1996





============================================================





PLEASE FIND ENCLOSED MY CHEQUE FOR FIVE DOLLARS	YES / NO





============================================================





COMMENTS:_____________________________________________________





________________________________________________________________





________________________________________________________________





________________________________________________________________





________________________________________________________________


